






































during the later years, when he contributed practically all the
savings of his life in order to make good his word. There runs
in my mind an old rhyme which is sometimes quoted to illustrate
the effectiveness of short, mono-syllabic words:

‘Sweet evening bells, sweet evening bells,
How many a tale thy memory tells,
Of youth and home and that sweet time

When last we heard your soothing chime.
* * % * * * %

And so ’twill be when I am gone
Those tuneful peals will still ring on.
And other bards will walk these dells
And sing thy praise, sweet evening bells’.”

(Editorial by Senator Victor Lawson in the Willmar Tribune.)

At the farm home of the large estate on the south shore of
Lake Minnebelle Monday afternoon, the one who has been the
leading spirit for nearly a half century lay serenely at rest in
the open casket surrounded by floral tributes from near and dear
ones, from fraternal organizations and other friends. Always
the first one to finish his farming activities as called for by the
shifting seasons, this year the seeding and planting will be left
to other hands, while the founder, pioneer and life-long husband-
man, has been put away to his long sleep in the beautiful city
of the dead maintained by the City of Litchfield near the shores
of Lake Ripley. The exercises at the obsequies were simple, but
impressive. Rev. W. E. Harmann, the Episcopal Rector, read
the service in the front room of the farm home, a song was sung
by a trio of ladies, the Rector made an address devoted to the
uncertainties and brevity of life, with references to the life of
the departed, and words of sympathy to the mourning children.
Another song, and the casket was closed, and the cortege wended
its way seven miles north to the cemetery. There Rev. Harmann
committed the remains to the grave, the choir sang a song, and
the Litchfield Lodge of Odd Fellows, who had charge of the
burial, concluded with their burial ritual. The Minnesota State
Senate, of which the departed had been a member since 1927,
was represented by Senators P. W. Morrison of Carver County,
John Jacobs of Stearns, Archie H. Miller of Hennepin County,
and V. E. Lawson of Kandiyohi County. The House was
represented by Hon. W. C. Doerr of Sibley County, and Hon.
Melvin B. Jebb of Meeker County. Other officials present in-
cluded U. S. Marshal Bernard Anderson, county officers and
business men of Litchfield, and many others.

Charles J. Putzier was born in Greenleaf Township October
10, 1865, and has lived in the community all his life. At a
young age he started farming upon his own account, and in
this life work he has been efficient and active to the last. His
farm of 535 acres, is beautifully located and the improvements
made represent many years of hard work and thrift. Eight
years ago he was elected to the State Senate and was re-elected
four years ago. His wife died a little over a year ago. During
the late extra session of the Senate he spoke at times of mnot




feeling well, and showed some signs of failing health. Monday
a week ago he was taken to the Litchfield Hospital, where he
died Thursday. Before leaving home he made disposition of his
possessions and stated his last wishes to his children, evidently
sensing that he might not come back in this life.

He leaves the following children: Donald, Louis J., Glenn and
Ray Putzier, all married, and Mrs. Albert Helwig and Mrs.
Walter Haag. There are six grandchildren.

February 21, 1934.

The President of the Senate then recognized the Senator from
Goodhue, Mr. Rockne, who paid the following tribute to the
memory of the late Senator George H. Sullivan:

“Tver since the morning this Senate was apprised of the death
of Senator George H. Sullivan, I have continually felt a sort of
lonesomeness because of his absence on the floor of this Senate.
It was 27 years ago since it became my honor to serve with
Senator Sullivan on this floor. We disagreed sometimes, but
on the whole we generally had the same thoughts along certain
conservative lines. Standing as I do here after he is gone, look-
ing back across the passage and span of 27 years and knowing
that there is no one here now except myself who was here in
1911, you will naturally agree with me that while associations
of younger men will soon take the place of those who went, yet
when I look back over those years I feel, in a way, lonesome
because of the associations with Senator Sullivan, and the fact
that he was always ready to have an opinion upon every matter
that came up here for discussion and consideration. While there
were times we disagreed with him, everyone will have to admit,
looking back now over the years, that the things that he advo-
cated, and the things that he was successful in having passed,
are now the best laws on our statute books, and no one has at-
tempted to repeal many of those laws that he was helpful in
having passed.

As I said, when we heard of his untimely death, he was a man
of very forceful character, a man who was impetuous and at
times very forceful in his expressions against antagonists, but
it was his characteristic; just as quick as were his expressions
and his actions, he was there with a generous heart to meet the
situation, and meet it well. There never was a time, he didn’t
care who they were, whether they agreed with him politically
or otherwise, that they could not go to the Senator and get
such assistance and friendly advice as he had to give, and he
never gave wrongful advice. He was never deceitful, and his
word was just as good as any bond on nearly every measure
that came up here during the entire 27 years. And looking back
over all the years, I don’t think there are very many who can
get up in this Senate and say that he advocated any measure
for selfish purpose or selfish motive. Every act that he did,
every argument that he promulgated here was done in the in-
terest of his state, of his county, and of the city in which he
lived. I shall, of course, be lonely during the time when his
memory is near to me, but nevertheless the fact that we have




had the benefit of associating with him all these years will
always follow me during the remaining years that I may happen
to serve here or may be permitted to live.”

Mr. Richardson moved that the Secretary of the Senate be,
and hereby is, instructed to send enrolled copies of the memorial
resolutions and tributes as presented and read, to the wives of
the deceased Senators, or to their next of kin.

Which motion prevailed.
Mr. Richardson then moved that the memorial resolutions and

tributes as presented and read, be spread upon the Journal pages
of the Senate.

Which motion prevailed.
Mr. Richardson moved that the Senate do now adjourn out

of respect to the memory of the late Senators George H. Sullivan
and C. J. Putzier.

Which motion prevailed by a rising vote of the Senate.






